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To  the  Welshpool  Borough  Council 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  Public  Health  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  1955  as 
required  by  Statute. 


The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  No. 
17/55  (Wales). 


For  the  data  relating  to  water,  food,  housing,  sewerage, 
and  other  aspects  of  environmental  public  health,  and  for 
the  apposite  compilation  of  this  information,  I am  indebted 
to  the  Borough  Sanitary  Officer. 


I 

I am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  B.  MILLAR, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  10A21  Acres. 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population:  6,020. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  Bocks): 
1,922. 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1955:  £33,896. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate:  £140. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate : 

Male 

50 

Female  

53 

Illegitimate : 

Male 

5 

Female 

2 

Total 

110 

Note:  97  other  births  (49  Male,  48  Female)  occurred  in 
the  Borough.  These  relate  to  mothers  with  residences  out- 
side the  Borough. 

Crude  Birth  Rate:  18.27  births  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex):  17.54  births  per 
EOOO  total  population. 

(Compared  with  the  provisional  figures  of  15.0  per  1,000 
total  population  for  England  and  Wales  in  1955  and  14.9 
for  Montgomeryshire  and  14.86  for  Wales). 
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0 STILLBIRTHS 


1 (Legitimate,  Male). 

Stillbirth  Rate:  9.0  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths. 

(Compared  with  the  provisional  figures  of  23.2  per  1,000 
Live  and  Stillbirths  for  England  and  Wales  in  1955  and  26.1 
for  Montgomeryshire  and  28.26  for  Wales). 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

(a)  Neonatal  (under  4 weeks  of  age): 

Deaths:  1 (Legitimate,  Male). 

Neonatal  Mortality:  9.1  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

(Compared  with  a provisional  figure  of  17.3  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1955). 

(b)  Infant  Mortality  (from  4 weeks  of  age  up  to  1 year): 
Nil. 


Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

9.1  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

(Compared  with  the  provisional  figures  of  24.9  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1955  and  28.3  for  Montgomeryshire 
and  31.4  for  Wales). 
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DEATHS 


From  all  Causes:  Male  34 

Female  30 

Total  64 

Crude  Death  Rate:  10.63  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (for  age  and  sex):  10.2  per  1,000 
total  population. 

(Compared  with  the  provisional  figures  of  11.7  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1955  and  12.6  for  Mont- 
gomeryshire and  13.04  for  Wales). 
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Deaths  by  Age,  Cause  and  Sex  During  the  Year: 

Cause.  Age  Groups. 

Under  10  90  or  Total 

years  30-40  40-50  50-G0  60-70  70-80  80-90  over  M F 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory  F — 1 — — — — — — 1 

Malignant 

Neoplasm 

Stomach  F — — — 1 1 — — — 2 

Malignant 

Neoplasm 

Lung  M — — — 1 — — — — 1 

Malignant 

Neoplasm 

Breast  F — — — — — — 1 — 1 

Other 

Malignant  M — — — 1 2 — — — 3 

and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  F — — — — ***1  — — — 1 

Leukaemia  Ml  — — — — — — — 1 

(7  years) 

Diabetes  M 
F 


Vascular 

Lesions  of  M — — **1  — 1 4 1 — 

the  Nervous 

System  f — — — — 1 1 4 1 7 

Coronary 

Disease  M — — — — 2 — 1 — 3 

Angina  F — — — — 1 2 — — 3 
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Cause. 


Age  Groups. 


Under  10  90  or  Total 


years  30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70-80  80-90 

over 

M 

F 

Other  Heart  M — — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

Disease 

F — 1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Other 

Circulatory 

M — — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Disease 

F — — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

M — — 

F — — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

M — — 

F — — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia 

of  Prostate 

M — — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other 

Defined  and 

M *1  — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

ill-defined 

(3  days) 

Diseases 

F — — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle 

Accidents 

M — — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

All  Other 

M 1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Accidents 

(3  years) 

Totals 

M 3 — 

1 

4 

6 

11 

6 

3 

34 

F — 2 

2 

1 

8 

5 

8 

4 

30 

Grand  Totals 

; 3 2 

3 

5 

14 

16 

14 

7 

64 
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There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

*This  infant  died  of  Atelectasis. 

*^'This  man  died  of  Neoplasm  of  brain  and  it  would 
appear  that  this  is  either  an  aberrant  classification  or  that 
a cerebral  haemorrhage  was  a secondary  manifestation  of 
the  disease. 

***This  woman  died  of  a sudden  disease  of  the  circulatory 
system.  She  had  undergone  an  operation  for  a condition 
which  is  sometimes  malignant. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Year 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Death  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  Rate 

1946 

5,714 

21.9 

24.2 

12.8 

32.0 

1947 

5,856 

20.73 

. 16.1 

12.3 

24  5 

1948 

5,817 

21.8 

23.0 

11.7 

15.7 

1949 

5,865 

22.4 

14.9 

11.3 

30  3 

1950 

6,048 

18.0 

18.0 

11.9 

45.9 

1951 

5,980 

23.1 

7.2 

14.2  • 

28.9 

1952 

5,952 

21.2 

15.6 

10.9 

31  7 

1953 

5,980 

18.1 

35.7 

10.2 

27.7 

1954 

6,010 

15.2 

20.6 

11.3 

21.0 

1955 

6,020 

17.5 

9.0 

10.2 

9.1 

Average  for 
1946-55  5,924.2 

20.1 

18.12 

11.75 

26.9 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  the  following  diseases  were  notified: 

Male  Female  Total 

Pneumonia  ......  1 2 3 

(aged  44  yrs)  (both  aged  2 yrs) 


Encephalitis  (post-Measles)  . 

1 1 
(aged  7 yrs) 

Poliomyelitis 

1 1 
(aged  6 yrs) 

Whooping  Cough  ....  3 2 5 

(aged  9,  5 & 3 yrs)  (aged  4 & 6 yrs) 


Measles 

130  130  260 

Tuberculosis : Pulmonary  . 

3 (aged  68,  1 4 

40  & 35  yrs)  (aged  32  yrs) 

Tuberculosis:  Non-Pulmonary  1 1 

, (aged  27  yrs) 

Totals  140  135  275 
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Detailed  Analysis  of  the  Measles  Epidemic: 


Under  1 year 

Male 

3 

Female 

2 

Total 

5 

1 — 2 years  

6 

8 

14 

2—3  

14 

15 

29 

3-4  

9 

13  ‘ 

22 

4 5 »,  

13 

16 

29 

Total  under  5 years  ... 

45 

54 

99 

5 — 6 years  

24 

22 

46 

6—7  „ 

27 

19 

46 

1 

oo 

19 

17 

36 

8—9  „ 

11 

11 

22 

Total  5—9  

81 

69 

150 

9 — 10  years  

2 

3 

5 

10—14  „ 

— 

3 

3 

25  and  over 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

...  130 

130 

260 

NOTE:  There  were  no  deaths.  While  this  is  a gratifying 
feature  of  the  epidemic,  it  must  be  remembered  that  there 
is  much  resultant  ill-health  among  children  following  this 
disease  from  conditions  which  cannot  be  defined  easily  in 
statistical  terms  though  known  to  be  of  considerable  pro- 
portion. 
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Average  age  for  affected  males  (aged  15  years 


and  under) 


4.97  years 


Average  age  for  affected  females  (aged  15 


years  and  under) 


4.87  vears 


Attack  Rate:  This  was  17.3%  of  all  children  unde;  15 
years  of  age  (approximate). 

NOTE:  The  total  Borough  population  under  15  year'*  of 
age  was  1,483  at  the  time  of  the  1951  census.  The  present 
estimated  population  under  15  years  in  England  and  Wales 
is  22.56%  of  the  total  population,  that  for  Wales  is  23.12% 
and  that  for  Montgomeryshire  23.55%.  Applying  this  latter 
percentage  to  the  1955  Welshpool  population  a figure  of 
1,418  is  obtained  which  is  only  65  short  of  the  Census  figure 
of  1,483.  Again,  by  adding  the  births  (less  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year)  from  the  year  1940  until  and  including  the 
year  1954  (i.e.  the  15  year  period  in  question),  a figure  of 
1,572  is  obtained,  which  is  89  above  the  census  figure  of 
1,483.  Allowing  for  deaths  of  older  children  and  migration 
effects,  one  can  assume  that  the  Census  figure  of  l,48i^  is  a 
reasonbly  accurate  figure  for  1955. 

The  Attack  Rate  for  the  pre-school  children  (basea  on 
births  less  infant  deaths  during  preceding  5 years)  was  17  7% 
of  children  under  5 years  of  age  (approximate). 

The  Attack  Rate  for  school  children  aged  5 — 9 years 
(based  again  on  births  less  infant  deaths  during  the  years 
1946-49)  was  31.6%  (approximate),  while  that  for  children 
9 — 14  years  was  1.5%. 

It  can  be  seen  that  this  epidemic  has  followed  the  usual 
pattern  for  a highly  infectious  droplet- spread  disease,  in  that 
it  has  attacked  where  the  number  of  susceptibles  was  in 
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greatest  concentration,  i.e.  the  first  year  in  school  (Attack 
Rate:  38.6%).  From  this  focus  there  was  a concurrent 
spread  in  both  directions,  to  the  younger  siblings  of  the 
affected  children  at  home,  and  to  older  children  at  school  who 
had  not  been  at  school  during  the  previous  epidemic  in  1951. 


Food  Poisoning  : No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(under  Part  3 of  the  National  Ftealth  Service  Act,  1946) 


Matenity  Services:  Ante  natal  and  post-natal  clinics  are 
held  each  week  at  the  Welshpool  Hospital  on  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse- 
Midwives. 

The  services  of  a Consultant  Obstretician  and  Gynae- 
cologist (Mr.  Owen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.O.G.)  are  avail- 
able on  every  4th  Tuesday. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic:  This  is  held  at  the  Hospital  Clinic 
at  2.30  p.m.  on  the  first  and  third  Fridays  and  on  the  first 
Friday  a morning  session  commencing  at  10.30  a.m.  is  now 
held.  Vaccinations  against  Smallpox  and  Immunization 
against  Diphtheria  are  given  at  this  clinic  as  well  as  b}'  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  district.  Baby  weighing,  distri- 
bution of  welfare  foods,  advice  from  a visiting  County  Coun- 
cil Medical  Officer  (usually  Dr.  J.  Mary  Pryce,  M.A.,  M.B., 
Ch.B.)  are  among  the  other  services  offered.  There  is  no 
health  visitor  in  attendance  but  one  of  the  local  District 
Nurse-Midwives  acts  in  this  capacity. 
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Dental  Services  for  schoolchildren  are  available  at  this 
clinic  by  appointment  (arranged  centrally). 


Specialist  Services;  The  following  clinics  are  held  at 
the  hospital. 

1.  Chest  (Tuberculosis  and  other  chest  conditions):  Dr  E. 
Clifford  Jones,  1st  and  3rd  Mondays  at  10  a.m. 

2.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat:  Mr.  R.  Barraclough,  F.R  C.S., 
2nd  and  4th  Mondays  at  2 p.m. 

3.  Ophthalmic : Dr.  T.  Evans  Jones,  3rd  Tuesday  (for 
school  children).  Appointments  arranged  centrally 

4.  Orthopaedic:  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  at  11  a.m.  A 
surgeon  attends  this  clinic  approximately  once  every 
Quarter. 

5.  Peadiatric:  Dr.  Gerald  Roberts,  4th  Wednesday  at 
2.30  p.m. 

6.  Surgical:  Mr.  J.  A.  Spalding,  4th  Friday  at  10  am. 

7.  Medical:  Dr.  Phillip  Evans,  1st  and  Jrd  Wednesdays 
at  2.30  p.m. 

8.  Radiological:  3rd  Thursday  at  10.30  a.m.  Di  S. 
Nowell. 

A Psychiatric  Clinic  is  held  every  Monday  at  Newtown. 

Dermatological  work  is  dealt  with  at  Wrexham  or  Shiews- 
bury. 

These  and  other  services  including  Health  Visiting.  Pre- 
vention of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care  and  Domestic  Help, 
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are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  To  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Society  has  been  delegated  the  respon- 
sibility for  running  the  ambulances  in  this  and  other  areas 
in  the  County. 


WATER 

Town  Supply. 


(a)  Rainfall  figures  for  the  year:  — 


January 

2.32 

July 

0.57 

February 

1.60 

August 

1.80 

March 

3.33 

September 

1.26 

April 

1.40 

October 

1.84 

May 

5.10 

November 

2.06 

June 

3.03 

December 

3.95 

Total  for  year 

28.26  inches 

This  compares  with  40.77  inches  in  1954  and  28.47  in  1953. 

(b)  Minimum  supply  to  reservoirs  was  65,000  gallons  per 
day  recorded  in  November.  Minimum  waste  line  was 

2.000  gallons  per  hour.  Average  consumption  was 

220.000  gallons  per  day. 

(c)  13  Council  houses  were  connected  to  the  town’s  supply 
during  the  year. 

(d)  The  connections  to  the  town  supply  are  as  follows : — 
1,352  houses,  190  other  properties,  1 farm,  2 small- 
holdings, 3 drinking  troughs. 
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Guilsfield  and  Groes. 


This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Trinity  Well 
scheme  and  a supply  is  available  from  the  Glyn  Springs 
when  an  emergency  arises 


Trewern  Water  Supply. 

This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Gelli  Spiings 
and  continues  to  operate  independently  though  the  under- 
taking is  connected  to  the  Trinity  Well  scheme  for  use  during 
emergencies. 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  from  this 
source  is  as  follows:  — 

11  farms,  3 drinking  troughs,  1 other  property,  83  dwel- 
lings, 1 standpipe. 


Criggion  Radio  Station. 

A metered  supply  has  been  extended  to  Bausley  housing 
site  (36  houses)  for  Forden  R.D.C. 


Castle  Caereinion  Water  Supply. 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

2 farms,  2 small  holdings,  19  dwellings,  2 other  proper- 
ties. 

The  pumping  has  now  been  electrified. 
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^ Trinity  Well  Scheme. 

A further  supply  has  been  piped  from  the  Welsh  Harp 
Hollow  to  supplement  this  scheme. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  properties  were  re- 
ceiving supplies  of  water  from  the  Trinity  Well  source : — 

268  houses,  37  farms,  including  farmhouses,  2 schools, 
1 hospital,  58  drinking  troughs  (not  metered),  7 other 
properties  and  13  standpipes. 

The  daily  consumption  is  60,000  gallons. 

The  extension  of  the  main  from  Pool  Quay  to  properties 
in  the  Llanfyllin  rural  area  has  been  completed. 


Samples. 

During  the  year  134  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being:  — 


Town  Supply 

Trinity  Well 

37  Class  1 

30  Class 

1 

1 

4 

Castle  Caereinion 

Gelli 

17  Class  1 

21  Class 

1 

1 „ 4 

1 

4 

Guilsfield 

Private 

7 Class  1 

4 Class 

1 

3 „ 4 

1 

3 

10 

4 

Mulsop 
1 Class  4 
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POOD 
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181  certilicates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  issued  in  1955  as  against  156 
certificates  in  1954. 


Summary  of  food  condemned  is  as  follows:  — 

403  tins  focd  J lb.  cheese 

41  tins  milk  94  lbs.  7 oz.  Cooked  Ham 

19  lbs.  Corned  beef  3 lb.  butter 

1 small  body  pork  32  lbs.  Bacon 


Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  district. 
2 applications  for  registration  of  premises  from  retailers  were 
granted  making  a total  of  23  in  the  Borough. 


Milk  Orders. 

3 dealers  licences  were  issued  authorising  the  use  of  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk  and  2 Supplementary  licences  authoiising 
the  use  of  Pastuerised  Milk. 


Food  Cleanliness. 

11  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  Council’s  Byelaws  relating  to  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  registered  in  the  town. 


Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  following  carcases  were 
inspected. 

Bullocks  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
28  32  10  236  1046 

One  whole  carcase  of  a small  pig  was  condemned. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

Town. 

13  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year.  Discharge  of  sewage  is  into  the  River  Severn. 


Proposed  New  Scheme. 

Work  is  proceeding  on  the  preparation  of  a scheme  for 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  by  Consulting  Engineers. 


Guilsfield. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  a new 
disposal  plant  which  is  maintained  in  good  order  and  gives 
little  trouble.  With  the  proposed  erection  of  a further  20 
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houses  on  the  Council  estate  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
pump  the  foul  sewage  into  the  sewer  as  the  land  does  not 
permit  drainage  by  gravity.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  the  construction  of  an  additional  filter  at  the  Sewage 
Works  to  deal  with  the  extra  houses. 


Trewern. 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  is  sewered  on  the  separate 
system,  the  sewage  being  treated  at  a new  sewage  disposal 
plant  which  is  maintained  in  good  order.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  the  construction  of  an  additional  filter  which 
is  necessitated  by  the  erection  of  a further  17  houses  on  this 
site,  and  work  will  commence  shortly. 


Castle  Caereinion. 

The  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  an  un- 
satisfactory disposal  plant.  A complete  scheme  has  been 
prepared  but  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  site. 


Pool  Quay. 

The  disposal  plant  for  this  village  is  maintained  in  good 
order  and  gives  no  trouble. 


DRAINAGE 

All  drains  laid,  other  than  Council  houses,  were  tested  by 
the  Department. 
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^ SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


2 informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  requiring 
attention  to  W.C.’s  and  2 notices  concerning  roof  repairs. 
These  were  complied  with. 

120  blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  without  the  serving  of 
any  notices. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  is  44.  During 
the  past  year  12  inspections  were  made.  There  were  no 
prosecutions. 


DISINFECTIONS 

Following  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  4 houses  were 
disinfected. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Rodent  destruction 
were  continued  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 
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2 warehouses  have  been  inspected,  one  of  which  has 
been  treated  with  satisfactory  results.  The  refuse  tip 
was  treated  on  4 occasions,  the  average  kill  being  250 
per  treatment.  The  town  sewers  were  treated  on  two 
occasions,  the  first  resulting  in  28  poison  “takes”  and 
11  “takes”  on  the  second.  5 school  canteens  have  been 
inspected,  4 of  which  have  been  treated  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  Smithfield  was  treated  on  one  occas.on. 


The  Library  was  treated  on  two  occasions. 

The  Sewerage  Works  at  Trewern  was  treated. 

5 farms  have  been  treated  with  satisfactory  results. 


95  private  houses  in  the  Borough  were  treated. 


Materials  used:  272  lbs.  Sausage  Rusk. 

158  lbs.  Oat  Meal. 


11  lbs.  Poison. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  complied  with  and 
no  court  action  was  found  necessary. 


HOUSING 

Houses  Erected  During  the  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  18 

By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  4 
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Houses  in  Course  of  Erection  at  End  of  Year. 

By  Local  Authority  16 

By  private  enterprise  4 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end 
of  year — 274. 


Housing  Improvements — Housing  Acts  1949-54. 

Responsibilities  under  the  above  Acts  have  now  been  re- 
turned to  the  Borough  Council.  Since  we  commenced  the 
scheme  11  approval  of  Application  notices  have  been  issued, 
and  grants  paid  in  6 cases  amounting  to  £920. 


Housing  Inspections. 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  Officers — 4. 

No.  of  houses  which  are  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders 
and  still  occupied — 38. 


HOUSE  REFUSE 

Weekly  refuse  collections  take  place  from  all  houses  in  the 
town,  all  villages  in  the  Borough  and  all  houses  en-route. 
Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  waste  land  conveniently 
situated  half  a mile  from  the  town  centre.  It  is  proposed  to 
level  off  and  re-seed  part  of  the  tip  in  the  near  future. 
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